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Safety in the Park:

To ensure that your tour
of Carisbad Cavern is
comfortable, enjoyable,
and safe, please follow
these important rules
and recommendations.

* Wear low-heeled, non-
skid shoes for walking
on the paved cave trails,
which can be steep and
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called the Main Corridor. The route
culminates in the lunchroom and
underground rest area, near the
elevators and the Big Room route
starting point. Visitors in good
health who plan to take both self-
guiding tours may enjoy starting
with the Natural Entrance route.
Highlights along this route include
Bat Cave, Devil’s Spring, Green Lake
Overlook, and the Boneyard, a
complex maze of highly dissolved
limestone rock reminiscent of Swiss
cheese. Watch for Iceberg Rock, a
single 200,000-ton boulder that fell
from the cave ceiling thousands of
years ago.

Kings Palace Guided Tour

A third option is the Kings Palace
tour, a 1%2-hour ranger-guided tour
through four highly decorated scenic
chambers. Departing from the un-
derground rest area, the Kings Pal-
ace tour descends to the deepest
portion of the cavern with paved
trails, 830 feet beneath the desert
surface. Although not as difficult

The Bat Flight

The evening flight of the
bats of Carlsbad Cavern
is a natural phenomenon
as fascinating as the cave
itself. In a mass exodus
at dusk, thousands of
Mexican free-tailed bats
(also known as Brazilian
free-tailed bats) fly from
the cave for a night of

feasting on insects. You
can view this exciting
spectacle from the out-
door amphitheater at the
cave’s patural entrance. -
Before each flight a park
ranger gives a short talk
on bats. Because the bats
winter in Mexico, the
fliahts occur onlv from

:  BAT CAVE
200 feet below surface
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early spring through
October. Check at the
visitor center for the
scheduled time or call
505-785-3012. To protect
the bats, cameras and
camcorders are not al-
lowed at the bat flight

program.

Preserving a National Treasure

Protection and preserva-
tion of Carlsbad Cavern
is the mission of the Na-
tional Park Service. It's
your responsibility, too.
Unfortunately, over the
years careless people
have damaged many of
the cave’s smaller and
more delicate formations.

Experimental techniques,
like those that enable
rangers to match pieces
of broken stalactites and
painstakingly glue them
back together, are some-
times successful, but in
practically all cases dam-
age is irreversible.

Cave Regulations
Please help preserve Carls-
bad Cavern and other
park caves by observing
park regulations.

Touching any cave for-
mation is prohibited.
Formations are easily
broken, and the oil from
your skin permanently
discolors the rock.

Smoking or any use of
tobacco is not permitted.
Eating and drinking are
not permitted except in
the underground rest
area and lunchroom.

Throwing coins, food,
or other objects in cave
pools is forbidden. For-

eign objects ruin the nat-
ural appearance of the
pools and are difficult to
remove. Also, the chemi-
cal reaction among the
foreign objects, the wa-
ter, and the rock can
leave permanent stains.

Photography Is permit-
ted on most cavern
tours. Photographers
should not step off the
trails or rest tripods or
other camera equipment
on formations.

Strollers are not permit-
ted because parts of the
trails are steep and nar-
row.

as the Natural Entrance route, this
one-mile tour does require you to
descend—and later climb—an eight-
story-high hill. Look for speleothems
or cave decorations including helic-
tites, draperies, columns, and soda
straws. Rangers often conduct black-
out programs during this tour, brief-
ly turning off all artificial lights to
reveal the permanent inky blackness
of the natural cave environment.
Reservations are suggested; con-
tact the park or see our website. A
separate fee is charged for this tour.

All trails in the cave are paved and
well lit. You should wear comfort-
able, closed-toe shoes with rubber
soles for maximum safety and trac-
tion. The cave temperature varies
little from the annual 56°F average,
making a sweater or light jacket
appropriate year-round. You may
want to bring a camera and a
flashlight. Strollers are not allowed
in any underground cave area, but
infant backpacks are permitted on
the self-guiding tours.

A pre-tour restroom stop is advis-
able because restrooms are only
available in the visitor center and
at the underground rest area and
lunchroom. All tours are preceded
by a mandatory cavern orientation
briefing to promote resource pro-
tection and cavern safety. All tours
exit the cave by elevator.

Rangers are available throughout
the cave to protect park resources
and to help you with information
and questions. On both self-guiding
tours, audio guides are available
to provide you with in-depth infor-
mation about ecology, history, and
cave formation. To enjoy the natural
quiet of the cave, please speak
quietly.

The cavern is open daily except De-
cember 25 and operates on summer
and non-summer hourly schedules.
For current hours and information
contact the park at 505-785-2232
or www.nps.gov/cave.



